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¢ Fellow-member of C.M.S., 


September 27, at 12 noon in 
Dunstan's, Fleet Street, there will be 
celebration of the Holy Communion 
rding to the rite of the Church of 
nh India. This offering of praise and 
giving for the redemption of the 
by our Lord Jesus Christ will be 
pcentral act of this day when, in 
don, glad remembrance will be made 
‘the inauguration of the Church of 
2 India ten years ago. This NEws- 
TTER will take as its framework the 
tern pet the “ General Thanksgiving ”. 


hty God, Father of all mercies. 


use of this great prayer as the 
work of this NEws-LETTER is, in its 
n way, an acknowledgment of how 
ou bsly the Church of South India takes 
importance of public worship. 
quent testimony has been borne to 
by a visitor to a recent Synod of 
Church of South India. He wrote of 
visit : 
hav attended a variety of meetings of 
ys and Assemblies. None of them has 
*n as much time to worship and prayer 
( transaction of business in so rich 
it of Biblical reminders of what a 
ch is and what its calling is, as the 
I. Sy fed did. We had our authority, but 
ald not forget Him who gave it to us. 
day began with a Communion Service 
mon. There were mid-day interces- 
dd there was evening prayer. The 
vor! business sessions began with a 
‘the Epistle to the aici aioe 
sof forty-five minutes. 
r testimony to the wealth of litur- 
fife being built up in the Church of 
India is presented in the Report of 
i Nisit to South India by a Dele- 
m the Episcopal Church of the 


Church, a praying Church, 
t Church asks us to join with 
pariving to piniahty God, the 


9 so render thanks remain 
nts. We must all be 
us of this reality and surely 
> than in the context of 
We know so little about 
o little abort it. We do 


| ‘ 


MS News-LefT 


THE CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA 


Invocation 
Penitence 
Thanksgiving 
Dedication 


We are very unworthy 
In this and in other respects 
the leaders of the Church of South India 
are the first to acknowledge how very 
much land remains to be possessed. In 
an article in the Madras Guardian for 
September 20, 1956, Bishop Chellappa of 


so little about it. 
servants. 


the diocese of Madras writes of “The 
Unfinished Task of the Church of 
South India”. He lists the degree 
to which the very movement for 
Church Unity in South India itself is 
halting: he notes how far from realiza- 
tion still are the hopes of ten years ago 
for a spontaneous outburst of evan- 
gelistic activity”: he is very modest 
about the actual progress made in the 
liturgical life of the Church: he sees how 
precarious is its own hard won unity. 


This article by Bishop Chellapa is 
courageous writing. Because he is so 
courageous we can join in the act of 
faith with which his article ends as he 
quotes some words of Bishop Hollis— 
“Without any hesitation, the experience of 
these years makes me bold to say that what 
we did then in Madras was according to 
God’s will, and that He has richly blessed 
us, above our deserving, and beyond what 
we dared to hope for.” 


THANKSGIVING 


So in our prayer to God we move on 
to give “ most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving kindness 
to us and to all men; We bless thee for 
our creation, preservation and all the 
blessings of this life”. 


Under this heading of thanksgiving 
there is much for which to praise God. 
If you would discover the range of 
possible thanksgiving read the document 
published by the Nigerian Church Union 
Committee entitled Twenty Questions. 
This consists of “ Answers and Explana- 
tions” given by the Moderator of the 
Church of South India, Bishop Sumitra, 


to questions raised by the Churches in 
Nigeria during his recent visit to that 
country. 


I quote here part of his reply to the 
question “ What has the United Church 
gained ? And lost? ”: 

' “Ts it right to do a profit and loss account 
when it is a question of trying to be 
obedient to the Lord’s will? We have tried 
to be obedient. We have lost some friends 


and supporters. We have lost some financial. 


support. We believe we did right and we 
are happy. 


“But our gain by far outweighs our 
losses. In our common life we have gained 
a wonderful sense of ‘the communion of 
the Holy Spirit’; we have gained in our 
Bishops, their ministry and their humble 
position in the Church; we have gained in 
being a Church that is not foreign but 
Indian ; we have gained in the sharing of 
truths held by the separated Churches ; we 
have gained in dignity and beauty of wor- 
ship ; we have gained in boldness in witnes- 
sing; and we have gained readiness to 
stand on our own legs.” 


The fact that these words were spoken in 
West Africa by an Indian is one of the 
“ blessings of this life”, the glad evidence 
that the influence of the inauguration of 
the Church of South India is being felt 
far outside India. Indeed, there has just 
been published in April of this year a 
Proposed Scheme of Church Union pre- 
pared by the Nigerian Church Union 
Committee representing the Anglican, 
Presbyterian and Methodist Churches in 
Nigeria and the Cameroons. The scheme 
is virtually identical with that upon which 
the Church of South India was framed. 


Further evidence of this wide-ranging 
influence of what was inaugurated in 
South India in 1947 can be found in the 
Joint Report recently published by those 
taking part in the Conversations between 
the Anglican and Presbyterian Churches 
of England and Scotland. One para- 
graph in this Report reads: 


“Even when full account is taken of the 
great difference between conditions in South 
India and in Britain, the achievement of 
Church Union in South India constitutes a 
challenge which cannot be ignored. For the 
most significant thing in the constitution of 
the Church of South India is not anything 
dictated by local conditions, but the 
principle that the restoration of unity in- 
volves a process whereby each of the unit- 
ing bodies shares with the others the best 
gifts it has received along its historic line 
of traditions, and is willing to take the like 
from others. The South Indian demon- 
stration that this kind of unity between 
Episcopalians and Presbyterians is a 
practical possibility, and not merely a dream 
of theorists, formed part of the background 
of the Conversations.” 


All this is matter for gratitude. 
Yet the heart of the “ General Thanks- 


giving” unfolds a far grander them 
But above all, for thine inestimable lo 
in the redemption of the world by 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Here let us dwell on the phrase “t 
redemption of the world”. What t 
Lord Christ has done is no less than 
redeem the whole world — man in hi 
self, man in all his relationships, man 
his environment. This is a fundamen 
axiom for any true theology of rede 
tion, for any world view which is Chri 
ian. At this point, then, we must co 
sider the political, economic and soc 
context of the Church of South In 
which is the India of to-day, itself havit 
just completed ten years of political ind 
pendence. 


For those who would understand t 
context of the Church of South Ind 
and, incidentally, appreciate the formi 
able nature of the task which confro 
that Church as it bears witness to Chris 
redemption, I can suggest no better rea: 
ing than Maurice Zinkin’s latest boo 
Development for Free Asia. The revie 
of this book in the Economist f 
January 19, 1957, contained this par 
graph which I would endorse: 


“The word ‘indispensable’ is badly ov 
worked in the reviewers’ current vocabular 
but for those who wish to study develo 
ment in backward areas, not as a theoi 
nor an abstraction, nor a political pip 
dream, but as practical politics in a dynam 
world, Mr. Zinkin’s book is truly indispen 
able. Nowhere else will they learn so muc 
or find information and experience ma 
shalled. with an easier style.” 


Maurice Zinkin closes his preface wit 
a tribute to the friend to whom the boc 
is dedicated. The tribute itself conclud 
with some words worth pondering: 
“For Roger Heyworth the East was ni 
primarily a place in which to make mone 
but a place where the Western techniqu 
he knew could be used to help peoples 
had learned to love with all his warm y 
realistic heart.” 


That tribute might well describe tk 
author himself. 


The Church of South India is con 
mitted to proclaiming Christ’s redem‘ 
tion in the fullest sense. Let us pray co 
tinually for the leaders and members 
that Church that they may be kept fait 
ful to their calling, and may 
strengthened by all the means of gr 
which are theirs. 


Here I would like to refer to 
books which directly, or indirectly, h 
us to understand what “the means 
grace” signify for Christians in Sou 
India in general and for the Church 
South India in particular, — 


,. 


* 
o 


| would quote first from Bishop Lesslie 
ewbigin’s book Sin and _ Salvation. 
ublished originally in Tamil for the use 
illage teachers, it is now available in 
In it he writes: 

$ putting on of the new man means 
of all a constant participation in the 
f the fellowship of God’s children, and 
means of grace with which it has 
n furnished. By remaining in that fellow- 
nip, by hearing the words of the Gospel, 
' participation in the sacrament of the 
ord’s Supper, and by participation in the 
shurch’s life of prayer, we are brought again 
ad again into the presence and power of 
3od’s saving acts through Jesus. In this 
ay the mind of Christ is constantly re- 
lewed in us. That mind which is created 
h us by the power of the Holy Spirit in 
he presence of the Cross, is constantly re- 
reated as the Cross is represented to us in 
Nord and Sacrament. And in the prayers 
f the Church, in which we share both in 
ublic worship and in private prayer, all our 
ife fe and the common life of mankind is 
at within the sphere of working of 
ist’s atonement and subdued to His will. 
“ Secondly, the extension of this life in 
shrist will be seen in the acts of witness 
nd service by which we go out to bring all 
hings under the power of Christ’s atone- 
ment. God’s purpose in Christ is nothing 
less than to sum up all things in Him.” 
[hat gives us a very full and rich under- 
tanding of “the means of grace” 


The second book, likewise a opal one 

size and a great one in value, is 
Reconciliation in Christ. In this book 
Professor Lampe of Birmingham has a 
hapter on “ Sanctification in Christ” in 
which he throws fresh light on the Holy 
ommunion as a means to unity. His 
rgument is important for all concerned 
vith Church Unity and not least for the 
church of South India whose relations 
ith all its parent Churches can never be 
ully harmonious until all are in com- 
aunion with one another. Professor 
ampe has made a helpful contribution 
4 which more will be heard. Already 
n echo of his argument is to be dis- 
srned in the Joint Report entitled 
elations between Anglican and Pres- 
yterian Churches. 


The third book is entitled The Indian 
hristians of St. Thomas. The author, 
Bishop of Uganda, was formerly a 
.S. missionary in South India. To 
BS theme the Bishop has brought a deep 
viedge of, and rich friendship with, 
ee Christians of South India. 
hat his book reveals is a fascinating 
cord of how the ancient Church of 
h India has survived down the cen- 
drawing its strength from a 
ate life nourished on the Holy 
mmunion, and also from the intimate 
ition of the Church’s corporate life 
the corporate life of the individual 


family. This Christian heritage in South 
India itself is a testimony which the 
Church of South India recognizes and 
values, and from which it may be 
expected to draw increasing inspiration 
in the years to come. 


The hope of glory. In his book The 
glory of God and the transfiguration of 
Christ, Archbishop Ramsey says of the 
Hebrew word ‘“kabod”, translated 
“glory”, that in time it came to tell 
“of a theology in which the attributes of 
God in Himself are inseparable from His 
attractiveness and saving activity in the 
world. Israel’s knowledge of God’s glory 
has its corollary in Israel's obligation to re- 
flect God’s character.” 


The hope of glory is at once a hope 
about God and a hope about man, a 
hope, as St. Paul reminds us, which is 
presented to us in Christ. As we pray 
for the Church of South India let us pray 
that in and through that Church the 
attractiveness and saving activity of God 
may be shown forth. 


DEDICATION 


The “General Thanksgiving” pro- 
ceeds to ask that we may have a due 
sense of all thy mercies, and then moves 
on into solemn dedication that our hearts 
may be unfeignedly thankful, and that 
we may show forth thy praise, not only 
with our lips, but in our lives; by giving 
up ourselves to thy service, and by walk- 
ing before thee in holiness and peiteous: 
ness all our days. 


Few things are more searching in 
Maurice Zinkin’s book than his insist- 
ence, not without profound and genuine 
regret, that many of India’s traditional 
values must change if India is going to 
deal with the desperate poverty of so 
many of her people. If he is right then 
India is faced with a spiritual challenge 
as profound as any which history records. 
Only the Christians of India can deter- 
mine how in this coming vast travail of 
soul they can minister a Gospel which 
will demonstrate how India’s traditional 
philosophy of world renunciation can be 
transmuted into a philosophy of world 
affirmation. Maurice Zinkin’s book 
makes clear how great is the danger. It. 
must be the Christians of India who will 
make of that danger an opportunity. 
Here is the great intellectual and moral 
task to which, with the other Christians 
of India, the Church of South India is 
called to dedicate itself. We of the West 
have our own comparable problem call- 
ing for a similar dedication. For them 
and for us there will be involved all that 
is meant by giving up ourselves to thy 
service, and by walking before thee in 
holiness and righteousness all our days. 


Meanwhile it is good to know that we 
are not called to be spectators only but 
can accept the invitation of the Church of 
South India to be, in some small measure, 
partners in its enterprise. 


In the Report submitted by the Dele- 
gation from the Episcopal Church of the 
U.S.A. there is a forthright paragraph 
which may be quoted here: 


“The Church of South India is a fact, not 
a theory. It is the primary medium through 
which we can express our interest in the 
Christians in that area and our fellowship 
with them. Together with the Church of 
India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, it is the 
best medium through which we can aid our 
brethren in India to bear witness to the 
faith of the One Holy Catholic Apostilic 
Church which is our common heritage.” 


With that in mind we will not be content 
with a thanksgiving and a dedication 
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which remains upon our lips and fai 
to go forth in the practical obedience ¢ 
our lives. Obedience will be no easie 
for us and for our brethren of th 
Church of South India than it is any 
where else. But everywhere, thanks b 
to God, it will surely be possible if ov 
General Thanksgiving is indeed throug 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with the 
and the Holy Ghost be all honour an 
glory, world without end. Amen. 


Your sincere friend, 


OAV, 


General Secretar 


1S VINIS7 


& eg 


THE LIBRARTAN, 


CHURCH DIVINITY SCHOCL 
2451,RIDGE ROAD, 
BERKELEY 9,CALIFORNIA. 


If undelivered, please return to 
6, Salisbury Square, London, E.C.4 3 
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH 
*tDevelopment for Free Asia, by Maurice Zinkin. (Chatto & Windus, 1956.) 2Is., b 


post 22s. 


*+V for Vinoba; The Economics of the Bhoodan Movement. (Longmans Green & Co. Ltd 
London, Bombay.) 6s., by post 6s. 6d. Written by an Indian Economist, this boo 
is of necessity more a record of faith than of achievement, but it indicates how a 


economist who believes in:the Bhoodan Movement sees its 


tentiality. 


*t+The Indian Christians of St. Thomas, by L. W. Brown. (Cambridge University Pres: 


1956.) 40s., by post 41s. 


Report on South India, by Delegation from the Episcopal Church of the U.S.A. (Obtair 
: Table from Joint Commission on Ecumenical Relations, 281, Fourth Avenue, Ne 


York 10, N.Y.) 50 cents (3s. 6d.) 


*Twenty Questions—Answers and €xplanations, by Hospet Sumitra. 


1956.) 6d., by post 8d.. 


(CMS. Press, Lago 


*Relations between Anglican and Presbyterian Churches—a Joint Report. (S.P.C.K., 1957 


3s. 6d., by post 3s. 9d. 


, va oe | 
*+Sin and Salvation, by Lesslie Newbigin. (S.C:M. Press, 1956.) 8s. 6d., by post 9s. — 
*Reconciliation in Christ, by G. W. D. Lampe. (Longmans, 1956.) 6s. 6d., by post Is. 


* Obtainable from C.M.S. Publishing Department. 


+ May be borrowed from C.M.S, Library 


t This should be ordered direct. 3 


